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Nurses on the Move . Singapore’s Policy on Foreign
Nurses and Its Implication for Japan

TAMURA Keiko T.
(The University of Kitakyushu)

With 670,000 foreign workers constituting 29% of total workforce in the year 2006,
Singapore has the highest proportion of foreign workers in the labor force in Asia. This figure
includes 3,078 foreign nurses constituting 18% of total numbers of nurses. Foreign nurses have
become an every day feature in public as well as private hospitals. This paper describes, first,
Singapore’s policy framework and issues on receiving foreign workers in general and foreign
nurses in particular. Second, it analyzes some implications of the Singapore’s experience for
Japan’s policy on receiving nurses/caregivers from Indonesia and the Philippines under the
Economic Partnership Agreement with each of these two countries.

The Singapore’s experience on accepting foreign nurses/caregivers tells us that firstly, the
Japanese government should admit that Japan is in short of nurses/caregivers and seriously
consider to have a long-term comprehensive system of accepting them, not making it a part of
broad economicfree trade agreement. Secondly, it is necessary to improve the working condi-
tions of domestic nurses and caregivers in Japan. Thirdly, the Japanese government should
consider granting permanent resident status to foreign nurses/caregivers if they pass the na-
tional exam. Accepting foreign nurses/caregivers and working with them, learning from them
must contribute to “internationalization” of the medical scene in Japan.

Key words : Singapore, foreign nurses, foreign caregivers, Economic Partnership Agreement.





