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Historically the teaching profession has been relatively friendly to women; therefore it
is important to explain the small number of women in managerial positions from a gender
perspective. This research focused on female teachers holding managerial positions such as
principals or vice-principals in public high schools, a topic which has had little attention.
The final purpose of our research was to explain the structural reasons for the lack of female
representation in such positions. This paper presents national statistics, as well as investigating
individual situations,

First we collected data from each prefecture and analyzed changes over time. Next
we discussed the relationship between the ratio of women in managerial teaching positions
and characteristics of the region, focusing on female principals and analyzing prefectural
divisions. Lastly we examined the life course and career development of female principals,
using interviews to explore personal backgrounds. We investigated the relationship between
conditions of appointment and other factors that concerned women.

The study found there were regional variations in the ratio of female public high school
principals. At the same time the rate of female principals seemed to be closely related
to women's political participation in the provinces. Interviews suggested that both the
requirements and obstacles for women’s promotion emerged in the first, late middle and
executive stages of her career as principal.

Key words: female teachers in managerial positions, female principals, public high school,
career formation, gender equality



